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In the present Official Letter the following reference is 
mentipned for the first time (the numberin^ assigned 
theretp shall also be adheired to in. the further course of 
the .proc eeding' s ) : 




The subject matter of the application relates to an 
automatic manhour setting system and method, distributed 
client/server system, and computer program storage medium. 

The application is based on the. object of providing an 
automatic manhour setting system and a method capable of 
.automatically giving manhours to an enormous number of work 
standards, a distributed client/server system, and computer 
program storage medium. 

The following is independently claimed by 

claim 1: an automatic manhour setting system 

claim 18: a distributed client/server database system 

claim 19: an automatic manhour setting method 

claim 41: a computer program storage medium 

In the foreground of the claimed system according to claim 
1, there is a teaching to plan the time expenditure or the 
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: mahhours by means of comparison data of registered working 
processes. 

So as to find the proposed method, the project planning had 
to be considered. Apart from. the implementation with 
conventional data processing means, a consideration of the 
technical facts is not recognizable . This is because the . 
detection of presumably required manhours forms part of the 
intellectual activities conventionally assigned to man, and 
thus., as such, does not. reveal a technical relation. 
.Ihtelleptual activ^ kind; as , such ajt^e not 

accessible to patent protect^^ German 
Patent' Act (section - 1- 'paragraph 2. of the German Patent Act) 
(nor according to the European Patent Convention) . 
Claims which, . for solving a technical problem, propose the 
processing of certain .method steps by a computer are 
basically patentable; However, an overall consideration of 
the. teaching claimed in the present case leads to the 
result that here a mere planning concept is in the 
foreground, wherein a data processing system whose design 
and construction is known is merely used as specified, 
namely for reading, comparing/searching and storing the 
data. This also applies to the case in which an enormous 
.amount of d^ta mandatorily "neoessita a 
computer (cf v the statements concerning claim 18). . No 
inventive level - can be derived from such* a use as 
specified. Thus, claim 1 is not allowable for lack of 
inventive level of its subject matter. 

Claim 18 relates to a distributed client/server database 
system. In this respect, it is to be remarked that it does 
not play a . role whether, during processing of the business 
planning procedure, a single computer or a distributed 
client/server database system is used as specified. 
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• For.; instance^ the Federal High Court, in its; decision . . 
"Elektr.onischer Zahlungsverkehr " , (dated. May 24 , 2004). 
states as follows: 

"In view of the circumstance that - according to these 
.provisions - plans,, rules and methods for business 
activities as. well as programs for data processing systems, 
if protection is sought for these as such, are excluded by 
law from patent protection, a method which serves to do 
business lying within the framework of economic activities 
can, however, not be patentable only because it inherently 
requires the use of a. computer (cf. Senat BGHZ- 149, 68, 73 
ff. - search for faulty character strings) , Also the 
broadening ,of .the prpposa;! to the effect that several 
^cpmput#^^ doing business can therefore 

not constitute a reason in itself to acknowledge 
patentability of such a/ method. However, due to the 
comprehensive suitability and usefulness of the computer 
for processing data, it can also not suffice for this that 
the teaching applied for comprises - beyond the proposal 
that, for doing business, one or several computers should 
be used as means for processing data relevant to the method 
- further instructions which shall be decisive for the 
method . " 

As for the rest, claim 18 does, as far as its technical 
content is concerned, not have any surplus over claim 1. 
Therefore, for avoiding -repetitions, it is referred to the 
statements concerning claim 1 . 

Thus, also claim 18 is hot allowable for lack. of inventive 
activity of its subject matter. 

Moreover, claims 19 and 41, as far as their contents are 
concerned, do not go beyond what a person skilled in data 



^ decisions taken by the Board of Appeal of the Federal High Court in 
civil matters 



4/4 



processing could already gather from claim 1- when 
reasonably acknowledging the latter. Thus, so as to avoid 
.repetltionsv statements concerning claim 1 are referred to. 
Thus, also claims 19 and .41 are not allowable, for lack of 
inventiveness of their subject matters. 

Subclaims 2; to 17 or 20 to 40 merely relate to mechanical 
embodiments of the subject matters of claim 1 or 19 and' are 
thus not allowable for lack of inventive activity. 

For the sake of completeness/ it is referred to the traced, 
document 1) which also discloses a system by means of which 
necessary manhours are detected by means of standard data 
("known information", "classified") (cf. the Abstract). 

Even in due consideration of the remaining application 
dpcument^^^ patentable matter can be taken 

from them; vso that ho success can be .held out for the 
application. Rather, a rejection of the application has to 
be expected. 

Examining Division for class G06F 
pipl.-Xrig. R. Hofmeister. 
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(54) DEVICE FOR ESTIMATING WORKING MANHOUR 

(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To reduce the burden on manager for 
production management burden and to improve the 
estimation accuracy of working manhour by initializing 
standard working manhour based upon known 
information, calculating working manhour based upon 
various information acquired in accordance with the 
advancing state of work and resetting the working 
manhour based upon the calculated result. 

CONSTITUTION: A work planning part 38A in a process 
management sender 38 roughly calculates working 
manhpur based upon known infomnation classified by 
such as customers, fields, magagine names, the number 
of photographs at the time of undertaking work. For 
instance, average workhours for each item obtained from 
past work experience are previously set up in a standard 
schedule pattern and then set up in a working plan 
storing part 38B as a standard value. Then, a working 
manhour calculating part 38C calculates and resets 
working manhour based upon information on such as a 
process workinging procedure and the number of raw 
materials obtained at process planning time (process 1). 
On the other hand, the working nr^nhour is reset based 
upon information on such as the size of picture trimming 
and the number of clips obtained at layout planning time 



(process 2). In addition, the working manhour is reset 
based upon information on such as the number of applied 
pictures obtained when measuring an original. 
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